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A NOTE FROM RACHEL
Welcome back following the Easter break and a warm ‘welcome’ to all of our new families. We are looking forward to
spending much more time outside in the newly built baby
garden which was built in Alison’s memory and also the main
garden.
Could we please take this opportunity to remind parents to
send their child in dressed appropriately for the weather
and with a sun hat & cream (cream to be applied before the
start of the session - we will top up at regular intervals
throughout the day.

All staff attending the following training:
- Behaviour management, we reflected on our practice and
the strategies used.
- Reflective Practice
- Safeguarding refresher.
OFSTED are in the process of changing their inspection
criteria, therefore we will be looking at this in more detail
over the coming months.
Parents Evening:
As mentioned in the previous newsletter we are not holding a parents evening following Easter as we have found
previously that the attendance for this evening was very
poor. We will continue to hold parents evenings in November & July.

STAFFING:
Rachel’s hours have changed to Monday - Thursday term time
only. Laura has been working in the office now for the past 4
months, any queries, bookings etc can be addressed by Laura.
Following Kayla’s departure, Amanda (Pre-School) has taken
on the role of Deputy Manager and works Monday - Friday and
Hannah P has taken on the role of Toddler Room Leader.
Sophie G (Toddlers) is moving to another setting at the end of
the month, we wish her all the best with her future career.
We have recently welcomed Amanda Sharpe & Emily to the
team. Amanda has joined Toddlers as Deputy Room Leader
and will be leading the room in Hannah’s absence whilst she
continues her Nursing Degree part time and Emily has joined
Pre-school.
TRAINING:
Last term Rachel has evaluated the setting & the resources
and we are currently working towards this as part of our development plan.

We operate an open door policy and actively remind parents that they are welcome to come in at any time to discuss their child’s learning and envelopment with their
child’s Nurturer.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Friday 17th May - 9am - Pre-School Leavers photos.
Monday 28th May - Friday 8th June- Half Term
There will be no funding these week for children who attend
term time only. If your term dates vary slightly to these
please let me know and I can amend accordingly.
Thursday 27th June - Fun Feet Fop Charity Day
Email to follow
Friday 2nd August - Pre-School Graduation
Please see previous email sent.
Funding end dates:
Term time only: Tuesday 30th July
All year round: Friday 30th August
Funding restarts: Monday 2nd September 2019
Bank Holidays (Nursery is closed on these dates):
7th May, 28th May, 27th August.
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Welcome back and a special welcome to Chloe and Emily who have joined
the Pre-School team and to the children who have recently transitioned into
Pre-School.
Thank you to all the older Pre-Schoolers who have welcomed the children to
Pre-School, involving them in their exciting activities and supporting them within
their new environment.

Our Focus Book
This term our focus book is
‘The Rainbow Fish.’
This book explores how sharing
can bring happiness and
acceptance and how to celebrate
everyone’s individuality.

Just a quick reminder…
Could all parents please label all their children’s clothing and belongings.
The lost property box is located outside the room, please check regularly as you
will be surprised at what gets left!
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What we have being doing in Pre-school
Last term was jam packed with lots of activites and visitors.
We kicked off the term with ‘People Who Help Us.’
Dental playbox showed us how to brush our teeth. We then
took on the role of the dentist before checking our friend’s
teeth and brushing the puppets teeth using a giant toothbrush!

We welcomed Pc Mark who spoke about how the Police
keep us safe and the importance of not talking to
strangers. We tried on the Policeman’s hat, sat in the
police car and even took our friends fingerprints!

We also welcomed the Fire Service, we got to try on all the ‘very heavy’
uniform, the best part was sitting in the fire engine with the sirens on!
A special ‘Thank You’ to everyone who came in to visit the children, they
thoroughly enjoyed each visit, taking on the roles of playing cops and
robbers and pretending to put out fires using water sprays.
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Following on from ‘People who Help Us’ we then focused on ‘Growing.’
Pre-School grew cress in soil and cotton wool to see which one grew the
quickest. The children thought the cress in soil would grow quickest but we
discovered it was the one with cotton wool. We also grew some in sunlight,
some in shade and then compared the differences.
We have also enjoyed planting lots of different seeds, such as sunflowers and
beanstalks and also planting within the garden.

We watched our caterpillars blossom and grow into lovely butterflies.
We watched how they developed and changed during each phase of
their growth and then became very excited when releasing them i
into the garden.
Alongside this we did some butterfly related crafts inclusing creating
symetrical patterns on wings and creating our own butterfly life cycle
pictures.
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Last term we have also enjoyed a few trips out to
incorporate growing and animals as well as plants
and flowers. We also visited the farm where we got
to see lots of baby animals, our favourites were the
piglets and chicks.

In between these topics we have
also celebrated Chinese New Year,
Valentines Day, St Patrick’s Day
and World Book Day.
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What we will be doing in Pre-school
This term our focus is
‘Under the Sea.’
We will be exploring this through smaller topics including:
- Sea creatures
- Mammals
- Sea Transport
- Pollution in the sea & the affects
- Food chains.

Ideas for activities at home
- Read ocean themed stories, such as ‘Rainbow fish’, ‘Tiddler’,
‘Snail & the Whale.’
- Arts & crafts - We would love to see any sea themed crafts made at home,
these can be brought in to share or pictures uploaded to parentzone.
- Beach days - collecting shells & pebbles
- Watch clips of ‘Blue Planet.’

Songs and Rhymes
In keeping with our focus of ‘Under the Sea’ some of the songs we
will be singing during circle times are:
- 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 once I caught a fish alive …
- A sailor went to sea, sea, sea…
- Row, row, row your boat
- 3 jellyfish …
- 5 fish swim in the water …

